ATTACHMENT A 




16. (Amended) ^1 automated prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
adjacently arranged pill dis 



snsers, 



i, each operable to count out and dispense pills of a different 
\ 

pharmaceutical, computer control means(to store7a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a 
different pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills.^aid computer control means} 
selecting the pill dispensers dispensing the pharmaceuticals specified in said stored prescriptions 
and controlling the selected pill dispensers to simultaneously count out pills from said pill 
dispensers and sequentially dispense^pills, sW computer control means stopping each pill 
dispenser from counting out and dispensing pffls when the number of pills specified in the 
corresponding prescription have been counted out and dispensed, and label means to produce 
prescription container labels, said computer controlVieans causing said label means to produce 
prescription labels containing information correspondihE to said stored prescriptions, wherein 
said label means produces said prescription labels one at \ time and will not produce a 
prescription label for the next prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription 
have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription container. 



} 

H 




19. (Amended) An automated prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
adjacently arranged pill dispensers, each operable to count out and dispense pills of a different 
pharmaceutical, computer control means to store a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a 
different pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, each computer control means 
selecting the pill dispensers dispensing the pharmaceuticals specified in said stored prescriptions 
and controlling the selected pill dispensers to simultaneously count out pills from said pill 
dispensers and sequentially dispense pills, said computer control means stopping each pill 
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dispenser from counting out andVdispensing pills when the number of pills specified in the 
corresponding prescription have been counted out and dispensed, a plurality of output hoppers 
one for each of said pill dispensers tcVeceive the pills counted out and dispensed by said pill 
dispensers, output snouts, one connected to each of said output hoppers, said computer control 
means including means to selectively permit the release of the pills from said output hoppers 
through the corresponding output snouts, said output snouts being arranged in at least one row 
and defining an aisle extending adjacent to and parallel to said row to permit an operator to have 
ease of access to pills dispensed through said snouts. 

21. (Amended) A pharmaceutical pill dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers each operable to\tore. a plurality of pills to be dispensed in a supply hopper and to 
[count and] simultaneously count out and sequentially dispense pills from the corresponding 
supply hopper, computer control means to select one of said dispensers and to operate the 
selected dispensers to count out and dispense a preselected number of pills, each computer 
control means maintaining a hopper quantity for each of said dispensers representing the number 
of pills in the hopper of such dispenser and reducing the hopper quantity of each dispenser by the 
preselected number counted out by such dispenser when the selected dispenser is caused to count 
out the preselected number of pills, said computercontrol means including means to provide an 
indication to an operator when the hopper quantity of one of said dispensers falls below a 
predetermined minim um, and means to increase the hoVper quantity for each dispenser when 
pills are added to the supply hopper of such dispenser by\he number of pills added to the supply 
hopper of a corresponding pill dispenser. 
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24. (Amended) A method of dispensing prescriptions [s] as recited in claim 23 further 
comprising printing a label for each of the prescriptions stored in said memory of said computer, 
said label containing the prescription information of the prescriptions stored in the memory of 
said computer, applying the printed labels to prescription vials and fillin g the labeled prescription 
vials with the pills counted out and dispensed by said selected dispensers. 



28. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispenser s, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one computer 
controlle r responsivelv controlling said plurality of pill dispensers and storing a plurality of 
prescripti ons each specifvmg a pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, said computer 
controller selecting said plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of 




said plurality of prescriptions and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously 
count ounne pills, said computer controller stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the 
pills when the nu mber of pills specified in the corresponding prescription have been counted out. 
said com puter controller controlling said plurality of pill d^spensefs^sequentially^s^tse the 
pills correspondin g to at least one ofWd plurality of prescriptions, and label means to produce 
prescription conta iner labels, said computer controller causing said label means to produce 
prescription labels c ontaining informatian corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein 
said label means p roduces said prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a 
prescripti on label for the next prescription\ntil after pills specified in a preceding prescription 
have be en received from a pill dispenser into\a prescription container . 

29. An o perator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each o perable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one computer 
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controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of pill dispensers and storing a plurality of 
prescriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, said computer 
controller selecting said plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of 
said plurality of prescriptiojis and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously 
count out the pills, said computer controller stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the 
pills when the nu mber of pillsXspecified in the corresponding prescription have been counted out, 
said computer controller controlling ea%h^^dj?lurahtv^lpill dispensers to sequentially 
dispense the pills corresponding totthe plurality ofprescriptions. and label means to produce 
prescription contain er labels, said computer controller causing said label means to produce 
prescription labels containing information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein 
said label means produces said prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a 
prescript ion label for the next prescriptionVuntil after pills specified in a preceding prescription 
have been received from a pill dispenser intb a prescription container . 

30. An op erator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each op erable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one computer 
controlle r responsivelv controlling said pluralitvW pill dispensers and storing a plurality of 
prescriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical infaill form and a number of pills, said computer 
controller selecting said plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of 
said plurality ofpr escriptions and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously 
count out the pills, said computer controller stoppinaeach pill dispenser from counting out the 
pills when the num ber of pills specified in me'corresponding prescription have been counted out. 
said computer controller controUing^each^of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially 
dispense the pills, ea ch of the plurality of pill dispensers\dispensing a different one of said 
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plurality of prescriptions^ and label means to produce prescription container labels, said 
computer controller causing said label means to produce prescription labels containing 
information corre sponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein said label means produces said 
prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a prescription label for the next 
prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription have been received from a pill 
dispenser into a prescription container . 

3 1 . An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one computer 
controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of pill dispensers and storing a plurality of 
prescript ions each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, said computer 
controller selecting said plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of 
said plurality of prescriptions and controllmg said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously 
count out the pills, said computer controllenstopping each pill dispenser from counting out the 
pills wh en the number of pills specified in the corresponding prescription have been counted out, 
said computer controller controlling each'oTsaid plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially 
dispense the pills responsive to a predetennined^o^nmand^^cUon by the operator, and label 
means to produce prescription container labels, said computer controller causing said label 
means to produce prescription labels containing information corresponding to said stored 
prescriptions, wher ein said label means produces skid prescription labels one at a time and will 
not prod uce a prescription label for the next prescription until after pills specified in a precedin g 
prescription have been received from a pill dispenser\nto a prescription container . 
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32. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one computer 
controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of pill dispensers and storing a plurality of 
prescript ions each specifying aXpharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, said computer 
controller selecting said plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of 
said plura lity of prescriptions andVcontrolling said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously 
count out the pills, said computer controller stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the 
pills whe n the number of pills specified inthe-CQnesponding prescription have been counted out 
said computer controller controlUmfat\east one of slid plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially 

^oTsaid\i 7 



dispense the pills c omprising one of"slucrp"rurality of prescriptions at a time, and label means to 
produce prescription container labels. said\:omputer controller causing said label means to 



produce prescriptio n labels containing information corresponding to said stored prescriptions. 
wherein said label m eans produces said prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a 
prescription label fo r the next prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription 
have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription container . 

33. An operator assi sted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each ope rable to count out pills of at least One pharmaceutical, at least one computer 
controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of pill dispensers and storing a plurality of 
prescriptions each s pecifying a pharmaceutical in pill forrrVand a number of pills, said computer 
controller selecting s aid plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of 
said plurality of presc riptions and controlling said plurality ofpill dispensers to simultaneously 
count out the pills, said computer controller stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the 
pills when the numb er of pills specified in the corresponding prescription have been counted out. 
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said computer controller controlling each of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially 
dispense the pills c omprising one of said plurality of prescriptions at a time, and label means to 
produce_ prescription container labels, said computer controller causing said label means to 
produce prescription labels containing information corresponding to said stored prescriptions. 
wherein said label means produces said prescription labels one at a time, and will not produce a 
prescription label for the next prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription 
have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription container . 

34. An o perator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each op erable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one of a data 
processo r and a computer responsivelv connected to said plurality of pill dispensers and 
includin g at least one computer controller resbonsivelv controlling said plurality of pill 
dispensers and storing a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form 
and a number of pi lls, said computer controller selecting said plurality of pill dispensers 
dispensing the pills s pecified in at least one of said plurality of prescriptions and controlling said 
plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the pills, said computer controller 
stopping each pill d ispenser from counting out the pills when the number of pills specified in the 
correspo nding prescription have been counted out. said\computer controller controlling said 
plurality of pill disp ensers to sequentially dispense the pills corresp ondin g to at least one of said 
plurality of prescrip tions, and label means to produce prescription container labels, said 
compute r controller causing said label means to produce prescription labels containing 
information corre sponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein said label means produces said 
prescript ion labels one at a time and will not produce a prescription label for the next 
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prescription until after ylls specified in a preceding prescription have been received from a pill 
dispenser into a prescription container . 

35. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one of a data 
processor and a computer responsivelv connected to said plurality of pill dispensers and 
including at least one computer controller responsively controlling said plurality of pill 
dispense rs and storing a plurality ofWescriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form 
and a number of pills, said computer controller selecting said plurality of pill dispensers 
dispensi ng the pills specified in at leasAone of said plurality of prescriptions and controlling said 
plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the pills, said computer controller 
stopping each pill dispenser from counting, out the pills when the number of pills specified in the 
corresponding prescription have been counted out, said computer controller controlling each of 
said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the pills corresponding to the plurality of 
prescript ions, and label means to produce prescription container labels, said computer controller 
causing s aid label means to produce prescription labels containing information corresponding to 
said stor ed prescriptions, wherein said label means produces said prescription labels one at a 
time and will not produce a prescription label for tke next prescription until after pills specified 
in a pre ceding prescription have been received from- a pill dispenser into a prescription container . 

36. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispense rs, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one of a data 
processor and a co mputer responsivelv connected to said plurality of pill dispensers and 
including at least one computer controller responsively controlling said plurality of pill 
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dispensers and storing a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form 

and a number of pills, said computer controller selecting said plurality of pill dispensers 

dispensing the pills specified in at least one of said plurality of prescriptions and controlling said 

plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count but the pills, said computer controller 

sto pping each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of pills specified in the 

corresponding prescription have been counted out, said computer controller controlling each of 

said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the pills, each of the plurality of pill 

dispensers dispensing a different\ne of said plurality of prescriptions, and label means to 

produce prescription container labels, said computer controller causing said label means to 

produce prescription labels containing information corresponding to said stored prescriptions. 

\ 

wherein said label means produces said prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a 
prescription label for the next prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription 
have been received from a pill dispenser\into a prescription container . 

37. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable to count out pillsVf at least one pharmaceutical, at least one of a data 
processor and a computer responsivelv connected to said plurality of pill dispensers and 
including at least one computer controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of pill 
dispensers and storing a plurality of prescriptioris each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form 
and a number of pills, said computer controller selecting said plurality of pill dispensers 
dispensing the pills specified in at least one of said plurality of prescriptions and controlling said 
plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the pills, said computer controller 
sto pping each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of pills specified in the 
corresponding prescription have been counted out, said computer controller controlling each of 
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said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the pills responsive to a predetermined 
command or action by uie operator, and label means to produce prescription container labels, 
said computer controller causing said label means to produce prescription labels containing 
information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein said label means produces said 
prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a prescription label for the next 
prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription have been received from a pill 
dispenser into a prescription container . 

38. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one of a data 
processor and a computer responsively connected to said plurality of pill dispensers and 
including at least one computer controller responsively controlling said plurality of pill 
dispensers and storing a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form 
and a number of pills, said computer controlleXelecting said plurality of pill dispensers 
dispensing the pills specified in at least one of said plurality of prescriptions and controlling said 
plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the pills, said computer controller 
sto pping each pill dispenser from counting out the p\lls when the number of pills specified in the 
corresponding prescription have been counted out, said computer controller controlling at least 
one of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the pills comprising one of said 
plurality of prescriptions at a time, and label means to produce prescription container labels, said 
computer controller causing said label means to produce prescription labels containing 
information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein said label means produces said 
prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a prescription label for the next 
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prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription have been received from a pill 
dispenser into a prescription container . 

39. An operato\ assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one of a data 
processor and a computer responsivelv connected to said plurality of pill dispensers and 
including at least one computer controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of pill 
dispensers and storing a pluralirv of prescriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form 
and a number of pills, said computer controller selecting said plurality of pill dispensers 
dispensing the pills specified in at feast one of said plurality of prescriptions and controlling said 
plurality of pill dispensers tn simultaneously count out the pills, said computer controller 
v stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of pills specified in the 

cJ \ 

correspon ding prescription have been counted out, said computer controller controlling each of 
said plu rality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the pills comprising one of said plurality 
of prescriptions at a time, and label means\to produce prescription container labels, said 
computer control ler causing said label means to produce prescription labels containing 
information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein said label means produces said 
prescription la bels one at a time and will not produce a prescription label for the next 



prescription until a fter pills specified in a preceding prescription have been received from a p ill 
dispenser into a prescription container . 

40. An ope rator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each op erable to count out pills of at leastWe pharmaceutical, at least one controller 
responsi velv controlling said plurality of pill dispensersNand storing a plurality of prescriptions 
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each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of trills, said controller selecting said 
plurality of pill disp ensers dis pensing the pills specified in at least one of said plurality of 
prescriptions and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the 
pills, said controlle r stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of 
pills specified in the corresponding prescription have been counted out, said controller 
controlli ng said plurality of pilftdispensers to sequentially dispense the pills corresponding to at 
least one of said plurality of prescriptions, and label means to produce prescription container 
labels, sa id controller causing said label means to produce prescription labels containing 
informat ion corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein said label means produces said 
prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a prescription label for the next 
prescription until a fter pills specified irt a preceding prescription have been received from a pill 
dispenser into a prescription container . \ 

41. An ope rator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers , each operable to count out pills bf at least one pharmaceutical, at least one controller 
responsivelv controlling said plurality of pilAdispensers and storing a plurality of prescriptions 
each specifying a p harmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, said controller selecting said 
plurality o f pill dispensers dispensing the pills ^specified in at least one of said plurality of 
prescriptions and c ontrolling said plurality of piU dispensers to simultaneously count out the 
pills, said controller sto pping each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of 
pills speci fied in the corresponding prescription have been counted out, said controller 
controlling each of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the pills 
corresponding to t he plurality of prescriptions, and label means to produce prescription container 
labels, sai d controller causing said label means to prdduce prescription la bels containing 
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information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein said label means produces said 
prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a prescription label for the next 
prescription until afterPills specified in a preceding prescription have been received from a pill 
dispenser into a prescription container . 

42. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one controller 
responsivelv controlling said plurality of pill dispensers and storing a plurality of prescriptions 
each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, said controller selecting said 
plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of said plurality of 
/ prescriptions and controlling said\)lurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the 

/ pills, said controller stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of 

pills specified in the corresponding prescription have been counted out, said controller 
controlling each of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the pills, each of the 
plurality of pill dispensers dispensing ^different one of said plurality of prescriptions, and label 
means to produc e prescription container labels, said controller causing said label means to 
produce prescri ption labe ls contai ning information corresponding to said stored prescriptions. 
wherein said label means produces said prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a 
prescription label for the next prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription 
have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription container . 



43. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one controller 
responsivelv controlling said plurality of pill dispensers and storing a plurality of prescriptions 
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each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, said controller selecting said 
plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of said plurality of 
prescriptions and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the 
pills, said controller stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of 
pills specified in the corresponding^prescription have been counted out, said controller 
controlling each of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the pills responsive to 
a predetermined command or action byVhe operator, and label means to produce prescription 
container labels, said controller causing said label means to produce prescription labels 
containing information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein said label means 
produces said prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a prescription label for the 
next prescription until after pills specified in ^preceding prescription have been received from a 
pill dispenser into a prescription container . 

44. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one controller 
responsivelv controlling said plurality of pill dispensers and storing a plurality of prescriptions 
each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, said controller selecting said 
plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of said plurality of 
prescriptions and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the 
pills, said controller stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of 
pills specified in the corresponding prescription have been\counted out, said controller 
controlling at least one of said plurality of pill dispensers to> sequentially dispense the pills 
comprising one of said plurality of prescriptions at a time, and label means to produce 
prescription container labels, said controller causing said labelvmeans to produce prescription 
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labels containing information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein said label 
means produces said prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a prescription label 
for the next prescription ontil after pills specified in a preceding prescription have been received 
from a pill dispenser into a . prescription container . 

45. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one controller 
responsivelv controlling said plurality of pill dispensers and storing a plurality of prescriptions 
each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, said controller selecting said 
plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of said plurality of 
prescriptions and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the 
pills, said controller stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of 
pills specified in the corresponding pnpscription have been counted out, said controller 
controlling each of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the pills comprising 
one of said plurality of prescriptions at a time, and label means to produce prescription container 
labels, said controller causing said label means to produce prescription labels containing 
information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein said label means produces said 
prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a prescription label for the next 
prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription have been received from a pill 
dispenser into a prescription container . 

46. The dispensing system of any of claims 28-45. wherein each of said pill dispensers 
signals the operator to assist in dispensing the pills when ready. 
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47. The dispensing system of any of claims 28-45. further comprising a plurality of 
output hoppers one f or each of said pill dispensers to receive the pills counted out bv said pill 
dispensers, output snouts, one connected to each of said output hoppers, said controller 
controlling the selective release of the pills from said output hoppers through the corresponding 
output snouts, said output Vnouts being arranged in at least one row and defining an aisle 
extending adjacent to and parallel to said row to permit the operator to have ease of access to 
pills dispensed through said snout 

48. The dispensing systeim of any of claims 28-45. wherein said plurality of pill 
dispensers sequentially dispense the p\lls into a bottle corresponding to one of said plurality of 
prescriptions. 

49. The dispensing system of Ww of claims 28-45. wherein said plurality of pill 
dispensers sequentially dispense the pills \in to a bottle corresponding to at least one of said 
plurality of prescriptions. 

50. The dispensing system of anv V)f claims 28-45. wherein said plurality of pill 
dispensers sequentially dispense the pills into atAjeast one bottle corresponding to at least one of 
said plurality of prescriptions. 



51. The dispensing system of anv of claims 28-45. wherein said controller indicates to 
the operator when a hopper quantity of at least one of said dispensers requires refilling 
responsive to predetermined criteria and increases the hopper quantity for the at least one 
dispenser when the pills are added to a supply hopper of the at least one dispenser bv a number 
of pills. 
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52. An operatonassisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one computer 
controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of pill dispensers and storing a plurality of 
prescriptions each specifying ayharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, said computer 
controll er selecting said pluralitvW pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of 
said plurality of prescriptions and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously 
count out the pills, said computer controller stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the 
pills when the number of pills specified in the corresponding prescription have been counted out. 
a pluralit y of output hoppers one for each of said pill dispensers to receive the pills counted out 
by said p ill dispensers, output snouts. one\connected to each of said output hoppers, said 
controller controlling the selective sequentM release of the pills from said output hoppers 
through the corres ponding outputvsnoutsfsaia output snouts being arranged in at least one row 
and defi ning an aisle extending adjacent to ana parallel to said row to permit the operator to have 
ease of a ccess to pills dispensed through said snouts, and label means to produce prescription 
container labels, said computer controller causing said label means to produce prescription labels 
containi ng information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein said label means 
produces said prescription labels one at a time and Will not produce a prescription label for the 
next prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription have been received from a 
pill dispenser into a prescription container. 

53. An op erator assisted prescription dispensingWstem comprising a plurality of pill 
dispenser s, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one computer 
controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of pill dispensers and storing a plurality of 
prescripti ons each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form arid a number of pills, said computer 
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controller selecting said plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of 
said plurality of prescriptions and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously 
count out the pills, said computer controller stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the 
pills when the number of pills specified in the corresponding prescription have been counted out, 
said computer controller controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the 
pills corresponding to at least one of said plurality of prescriptions to the operator, and label 
means to produce prescription container labels, said computer controller causing said label 
means to produce prescription labels containing information corresponding to said stored 
prescriptions, wherein said label means produces said prescription labels one at a time and will 
not produce a prescription label for the\next prescription until after pills specified in a preceding 
prescription have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription container. 



54. A method of dispensing pills in a prescription dispensing system having a plurality of 
pill dispensers, comprising the steps of: 

controlling the plurality of pill disperisers to simultaneously count out pills responsive to 
a corresponding plurality of prescriptions: 

controlling the plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the pills responsive to 
at least one of a predetermined command and anVction by an operator: 

receiving the pills counted out by each dispenser into a corresponding upper hopper: 

releasing the pills from said upper hopper into a corresponding lower hopper: 

positioning vials to receive pills from the lower hoppers which have received pills: and 

releasing pills from the lower output hoppers into said vials. 
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controller selecting said plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of 
said plurality of prescriptions and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously 
count out the pills, said computer controller stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the 
pills when the number of puis specified in the corresponding prescription have been counted out, 
said computer controller controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the 
pills corresponding to at least one of said plurality of prescriptions to the operator, and label 
means to produce prescription container labels, said computer controller causing said label 
means to produce prescription labels containing information corresponding to said stored 
prescriptions, wherein said label means produces said prescription labels one at a time and will 
not produce a prescription label for the\next prescription until after pills specified in a preceding 
prescription have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription container. 



54. A method of dispensing pills in a prescription dispensing system having a plurality of 
pill dispensers, comprising the steps of: 

controlling the plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out pills responsive to 
a corresponding plurality of prescriptions: 

controlling the plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the pills responsive to 
at least one of a predetermined command and an\action by an operator: 

receiving the pills counted out by each dispenser into a corresponding upper hopper: 

releasing the pills from said upper hopper into a corresponding lower hopper: 

positioning vials to receive pills from the lowen hoppers which have received pills: and 

releasing pills from the lower output hoppers into said vials. 
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55. An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensing subsystems each including^ supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, 
at least one computer controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems, 
said computer controLler A selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to 3 
simultaneouslycount j8ut the article^and said computer controlierjcontrolling said plurality of 
dispensing subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles. 

56. An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensing subsystems each including aXsupplv hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, 
at least one computer controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems 
and storing a plurality of dispensing descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said 
computer controller selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to 
simultaneously count out the articles, and said computer controller controlling each of said 
plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles corresponding to the 
plurality of dispensing descriptions. 

57. An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, 
at least one computer controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems 
and storing a plurality of dispensing descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said 
computer controller selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to 
simultaneously count out the articles, and said computer controller controlling each of said 
plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially dispense th^e articles corresponding to at least 
one of said plurality of dispensing descriptions. 
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58. An operator assisted article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently 
arranged article dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles 
to be dispensed, at least one computer controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of 
dispensing subsystems, said computeXcontroller selecting and controlling said plurality of 
dispensing subsystems to simultaneously count out the articles, and said computer controller 
controlling each of said plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles 
responsive to a predetermined command onaction by the operator. 

59. An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensing subsystems each including a supplv> hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, 
at least one computer controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems 
and storing a plurality of dispensing descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said 
computer controller selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to 
simultaneously count out the articles, and said computer controller controlling\at least one ofjs aid 
plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles comprising one of said 
plurality of dispensing descriptions at a time. 

60. An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, 
at least one computer controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems 
and storing a plurality of dispensing descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said 
computer controller selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to 
simultaneously count out the articles, and said computer controller controlling each of said 
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plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles comprising one of said 
plurality of dispensing descriptions at a time. 

61. An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, 
at least one of a data processor and a computer respectively connected to said plurality of 
dispensing subsystems and including an least one computer controller responsivelv controlling 
said plurality of dispensing subsystems, said computer controller selecting and controlling said 
plurality of dispensing subsystems to simultaneously count out the articles, and said computer 
controller controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially dispense the 
articles. 

62. An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, 
at least one of a data processor and a computer respectively connected to said plurality of 
dispensing subsystems and including at least one computer controller responsivelv controlling 
said plurality of dispensing subsystems and storing aVluralitv of dispensing descriptions each 
specifying a number of articles, said computer controller selecting and controlling said plurality 
of dispensing subsystems to simultaneously count out tne articles, and said computer controller 
controlling each of said plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles 
corresponding to the said plurality of dispensing descriptions. 



63. An operator assisted article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently 
arranged article dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles 
to be dispensed, at least one of a data processor and a computer respectively connected to said 
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plurality of dispensing subsystems and including at least one computer controller responsivelv 
controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems and storing a plurality of dispensing 
descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said computer controller selecting and 
controlling said plurality of dispensings subsystems to simultaneously count out the articles, and 
said computer controller controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially 
dispense the articles corresponding to at least one of said plurality of dispensing descriptions, 
each of the plurality of dispensing subsystems dispensing a different one of the articles to the 
operator. 

64. An operator assisted article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently 
arranged article dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles 
to be dispensed, at least one of a data processor and a computer respectively connected to said 
plurality of dispensing subsystems and including at least one computer controller responsivelv 
controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems and storing a plurality of dispensing 
descriptions each specifying a number of articles. said\omputer controller selectin g and 
controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to simultaneously count out the articles, and 
said computer controller controlling each of said pluralitvVf dispensing subsystems to 
sequentially dispense the articles responsive to a predetermined command or action by the 
operator. 

65. An operator assisted article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently 
arranged article dispensing subsystems each including a supply nopper for a plurality of articles 
to be dispensed, at least one of a data processor and a computer respectively connected to said 
plurality of dispensing subsystems and including at least one computer controller responsivelv 
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controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems and storing a plurality of dispensing 
descriptions each specifying a nurnberpf articles, said computer controller selecting and 
controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to simultaneously count out the articles, and 
said computer controller controlling atVeast one of said plurality of dispensing subsystems to 
sequenti ally dispense the articles corresponding to one of said plurality of dispensing 
descriptions at a time. 

66. An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensi ng subsystems each including a supply, hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed. 
at least o ne of a data processor and a computer respectively connected to said plurality of 
dispensi ng subsystems and including at least oneyomputer controller responsivelv controlling 
said plur ality of dispensing subsystems and storinfl; a plurality of dispensing descriptions each 
specifying a numb er of articles, said computer condroller selecting and controlling said plurality 
of dispe nsing subsystems to simultaneously count opt the articles, and said computer controller 
controllin g each of said plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles 
comprising one of said plurality of dispensing descriptions at a time. 

67. An art icle dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensin g subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed. 
at least o ne controller responsivelv controlling said pluraliiv of dispensing subsystems and 
storing a plurality of dispensing descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said computer 
controll er selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to simultaneously 
count ou t the articles, and said controller controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to 
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sequentially dispense the articles corresponding to at least one of said plurality of dispensing 
descriptions. 

68. An article dispensing svste\n comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, 
at least one controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems and 
storing a plurality of dispensing descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said computer 
controller selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to simultaneously 
count out the articles, and said controller controlling each of said plurality of dispensing 
subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles\corresponding to the plurality of dispensing 
descriptions. 

69. An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, 
at least one controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems and 
storing a plurality of dispensing descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said computer 
controller selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to simultaneously 



count out the articles, and said controller controlling each of said plurality of dispensing 
subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles, each of\he plurality of dispensing subsystems 
dispensing a different one of said plurality of dispensing descriptions. 

70. An operator assisted article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently 
arranged article dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles 
to be dispensed, at least one controller responsivelv controlling\said plurality of dispensing 
subsystems and storing a plurality of dispensing descriptions eacb specifying a number of 
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articles, said controller selecting ancTcmntrolling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to 
simultaneously count out the articles, ami said computer controller controlling each of said 
plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles responsive to a 
predetermined command or action by the operator. 

71. An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensing subsystems each including a supp l y hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, 
at least one controller responsively controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems and 
storing a plurality of dispensing descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said computer 
controller selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to simultaneously 
count out the articles, and said controller controlling at least one of said plurality of dispensing 
subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles comprising one of said plurality of dispensing 
descriptions at a time. 

72. An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, 
at least one controller responsively controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems and 
storing a plurality of dispensing descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said computer 
controller selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to simultaneously 
count out the articles, and said controller controlling each of said plurality of dispensing 
subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles comprising oneof said plurality of dispensing 
descriptions at a time. 
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